
  

 

 

North Mason Woodworking 
Weekly Work 4/13- 4/17 

 

Hi everyone, I hope you had a restful and productive spring break.  The 
goal this week is to focus on what I think are the three most important 
tools in our North Mason wood shop that have common overlap with 
home woodworkers and construction sites; the table saw, miter saw 
and pneumatic nail guns.  You should get signed on to Canvas and 
complete the safety tests for the table saw, miter saw and nail guns.  
 
I will put together parts kits this week for a nail together project, I will 
send an update when things are ready. I know some of you would like 
to do more complex projects in your home shops and I am happy to 
help you plan other projects.  Please reach out if need any help with 
this work or your projects at home. 
 
Rather than assign work by each day there are a variety of options that 
can be done in any order.  

Project Reading  and Writing Prompt 

Read the article Folding Stool from Popular Woodworking Magazine, 
and in 50 to 150 words describe/list  the following: what kind of 
lumber and hardware is needed, which tools or optional tools do you 
need to build this, what is a basic procedure to build this project.  
 
Optional, can you describe or design a version of this project that is 
made from salvaged wood like pallets and or a version that doesn’t 
fold so you don’t need the dowels. Could you build this without any 
curves. Simplifying this project would be a great DIY project at home.  
 
Any method of turning in the writing is fine: email, message back in 
remind, send a photo of your response, send it back for bus pickup.  

Wood Shop Safety  

See the attached document Machine Safety read this packet and 
complete the safety tests for Table Saw, Miter Saw and Nail Guns.  It 
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would be preferable to complete these on Canvas ( see below) but 
they can be returned hard copy.  

Safety Testing 

At school we have been using the Canvas program to take our safety 
tests.  It is works really well as students get immediate feedback and 
can go back and retake the test until they get 100%. All the tests are 
available if you want to check them out. 
 
 You need to complete the two basic safety test if you haven’t alreadt 
then complete table saw, miter saw and nail guns. All the safety tests 
are found listed under the quizzes tab.  There is an additional study 
guide and terms list provided in the modules tab. 
 
If you have a canvas account use the join code M74BR7 or students 

can self-enroll in the course with this URL:  
 
 https://canvas.instructure.com/enroll/M74BR7 
  
 
If you have not used canvas before sign up 
at https://canvas.instructure.com/register 
 
If you need hard copy  packets they will be available at Friday 
pickup. From 10am to 1pm at the office. 

 

Optional For Fun Pro Tips 

If you want to know more about operating the miter saw or using a jig 
saw see the videos below.  

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GRoMDiFy0Xk 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zBwWmITokNI 

https://canvas.instructure.com/enroll/M74BR7
https://canvas.instructure.com/register
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GRoMDiFy0Xk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zBwWmITokNI
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This simple project made from 
two pieces of dimensional pine 
can help solve seating shortages 

at your next gathering – and it folds 
neatly away for the next get-together. 
All you need is a 4' 1x8, an 8' 1x4, some 
3⁄8" x 11⁄4" bolts and 3⁄8" nuts and wash-
ers, and a basic set of tools – all from 
the home center. 

Legs First
Begin by marking a centerline along the 
length of the 1x4, then rip it in half for 
the legs, seat cleats, handle and brace.

This cut is a quick and easy task for 
a table saw, however, the jigsaw can do 
the job, too. Set the jigsaw blade for no 
orbit (for the cleanest cut), then take 
your time and go slow to cut a straight 
line as you make the cut. (You can also 
clamp a straightedge parallel to the 
cutline, offset the width of the jigsaw’s 
shoe, then keep the shoe tight to the 
straightedge as you make the cut. But 
don’t be afraid to give it a go freehand.) 
Once the piece is ripped in half, use a 
block plane to smooth and clean up 
the saw marks. Each half will be ap-
proximately 13⁄4" wide.

Using a miter saw, cut the four leg 
pieces to length. (Go ahead and cut the 
four cleats, handle and brace to length, 
too, and set them aside for now.) 

The next step is the placement for 
the bolts for the stool to be able to pivot 
open and closed. Find the center (both 
length and width) of each leg and cleat 
and mark an “X.” Also mark 3⁄4" in from 
one end of each piece and place another 
centered “X.” Make these marks on 

both sides of the legs and cleats. Decide 
now which end is up. 

These pieces need half-circle curves 
cut on the top ends, and quarter-circle 
curves on the other to allow smooth 
folding operation. Set a compass to 3⁄4" 
and with the point on the top “X,” mark 
a half-circle radius. For the bottom of 
the legs and seat cleats, reset the com-
pass to the width of the leg and mark 
a quarter-circle radius.

Use a jigsaw to cut the curves – but 
because they’re likely too tight to stay 
perfectly on the line, cut a series of 
straight lines just proud of your arcs. 
Then, shape the curves using a rasp or 
random-orbit sander.

Folding Stool
With two pieces of pine and simple tools, make this easy-to-store seat.

LEAD PHOTO BY AL PARRISH; STEP PHOTOS BY THE AUTHOR;  
ILLUSTRATIONS BY DAN PESSELL FROM THE AUTHOR’S MODEL

Perfect picnic. A folding 
stool or two is perfect for 
a picnic in the park – or 
your backyard. To make a 
matching table, just upsize 
the stool components.

Cut corners. The legs and cleats need a half-
circle curve at the top, and a quarter-circle 
curve at the bottom.

Clearly marked. The holes that get coun-
tersinks (all exterior-facing bolt holes) are 
marked with a different colored ink.

Smooth moves. After cutting the leg stock 
down the middle with a jigsaw, use a block 
plane to clean up the cuts.
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The legs and cleats need bolt holes, 
and all those on what will be exterior 
faces after assembly must be counter-
sunk, so the bolt heads and nuts won’t 
interfere with the folding operation. 
Use a colored pen to mark the coun-
tersink locations. 

Use a 7⁄8" Forstner bit to drill 1⁄2"-
deep countersink holes. (A spade or 
paddle bit can be used, but a Forstner 
bit leaves a cleaner cut.) Verify that 
the hole is deep enough by placing a 
washer and the head of a bolt or a nut 
in it; the fasteners should sit below the 
face of the board. Now drill centered 
3⁄8" clearance holes to allow the bolts 
to go through. 

Leg Assembly 
Assemble the legs and cleats together 
into pairs, with 3⁄8" fender washers be-
hind each nut and bolt, and between the 
legs. Lock the nuts in place with Loctite 
or other thread-locking product, so 
they don’t work themselves loose as 
you fold and unfold the stool.

The completed assemblies should 
mirror one another. 

The leg assemblies are connected by 
the handle and brace. Both pieces are 
the same overall size, but use a jigsaw 
to cut a curve in the handle for comfort-

Folding Stool
 NO. ITEM DIMENSIONS (INCHES) MATERIAL
 T W L

❏ 4 Legs 3⁄4 13⁄4 20 Pine

❏ 4 Seat cleats 3⁄4 13⁄4 111⁄2 Pine

❏ 2 Seat pieces 3⁄4 71⁄4 16 Pine

❏ 2 Handle & brace 3⁄4 13⁄4 71⁄2 Pine

❏ 1 Long stretcher 3⁄4 31⁄2 12 Pine

❏ 1 Short stretcher 3⁄4 31⁄2 101⁄2 Pine

3⁄4"

3⁄4"3⁄4"

3⁄4"

31⁄2"

13⁄4"

101⁄2"

71⁄2"

12"

16" 71⁄4"

13⁄4"

111⁄2"

20"

71⁄4"

Screw it. Use pocket screws to attach the 
brace and handle to the cleats.

able grasping. Attach the handle and 
brace to the cleats with pocket screws 
as shown below, left.

Sitting Pretty
Set the leg assemblies aside and turn to 
the seat. First, cut the two seat pieces 
to length from the 1x8 at the miter saw. 

Now it’s time to lay out the curved 
edges (if you leave the edges straight, the 
seat will bite into the back of the sitter’s 
legs). Because this curve is too large for 
most compasses, make a simple tram-
mel (also known as a beam compass) 

EXPLODED VIEW

ELEVATION PROFILE

Lock it. A few drops of a thread-locking 
product will keep the bolts in place as you 
fold and unfold the seat.

3⁄8" x 11⁄4" bolts, 
3⁄8" nuts & washers

Brace

Handle
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I CAN DO THAT CONTINUED FROM PAGE 51

from a thin strip of wood and a pencil. 
Drill a hole in one end of the strip for 
the pencil to go through, then measure 
265⁄8" to the other end, and hammer 
a nail through the strip at that point. 

Using the nail as a pivot point, mark 
the arc on the two seat pieces. Note in 
the photo above that I have an offcut 
supporting the trammel at the nail end, 
to keep it co-planar with the workpiece. 

Mark the curve on both pieces, then 
cut them out with the jigsaw. Smooth 
the edges with a block plane and/or 
sandpaper. 

Put it All Together
With the leg assembly upside down, 
place it atop the halves of the seat. The 
centers of the leg cleats should line up 
with where the edges of the two seat 
pieces come together. (To make it easier, 
you can mark the centerline on the edge 
of the cleats as I’ve shown below – but 
you’ll want to sand off those marks 

before you apply a finish.) 
Drill two 3⁄8" countersink holes and 

two 3⁄16" clearance holes on the toe end 
of each seat cleat. 

It’s essential that there is no binding 
or pinching in order for your stool to 
fold smoothly. So use scrap pieces of 
wood (in the same thickness as the legs)
as spacers, placing them between the 
cleat and legs as you locate the cleats on 
the underside of the seat pieces. Now 
use 2"-long #8 wood screws to attach 
the cleats to the seat. 

The final pieces are the stretchers – 
without them, the stool could collapse 
under load. 

Rip the remaining piece of your 1x8 
(you should have a 16"-long piece left) 
in half, then smooth the edges with a 
block plane. You’ll end up with two 
pieces that are each approximately 35⁄8" 
wide. After cleaning up the cuts with a 
block plane, you’ll be close to the 31⁄2" 
width noted in the cutlist (the precise 
width is not critical).

Now cut them to length, and use 
your trammel to lay out curves that 
match those on the seat. Cut the curves 
with a jigsaw, and sand the edges 
smooth. 

With the seat folded and lying flat 
on the bench, align the stretchers to 
the legs, mark your nail locations, then 
drill 1⁄16" pilot holes. Nail the stretchers 
in place using 11⁄4" nails. 

Stain & Finish
The smooth folding action of the legs 
has a tight tolerance; paint or a thick 
coat of polyurethane might interfere 
with that. So, I recommend using a 

stain (if you don’t like the looks of raw 
pine) and wipe-on poly. And don’t leave 
your stool out in the harsh weather – it 
does, after all, fold up for easy transport 
and storage.

In the opening photo, you might 
have noticed the matching table. That’s 
simply a scaled-up version of the stool. 
You’ll find a SketchUp model for it – 
along with the model for the stool – in 
the online extras.  PWM 

Chad is the host of the “I Can Do That” video series, 
available at ShopWoodworking.com. 

Perfect spacing. A scrap of wood helps to 
locate the cleat position to the seat as you 
screw them together.

Nailed it. The final step in assembly is to nail 
the stretchers in place (after drilling pilot holes 
for the nails, of course).

Trammel. A thin strip of 
wood, a nail and a pen-
cil is all it takes to make 

a simple trammel for 
marking large curves.

For links to all online extras, go to:
■ popularwoodworking.com/nov15

PLAN: Download a free SketchUp model for 
this folding stool, and for the matching table 
shown in the opening photo.

ARTICLES: All the “I Can Do That” articles are 
free online.

VIDEO: The online “I Can Do That” video on 
which Chad Stanton builds this project will 
be free online for one month beginning on 
Nov. 14. You’ll find it, and all the free ICDT 
articles, at popularwoodworking.com/ican 
dothat. 

Our products are available online at:
■ ShopWoodworking.com

About This Column
Our I Can Do That column 
features projects that can be 
completed by any woodworker 

with a modest (but decent) kit of tools in less 
than two days of shop time, using materials 
from any home center. Our free PDF man-
ual explains how to use all the tools in the 
kit. Visit PopularWoodworking.com/ICan
DoThat to download the free manual.

ONLINE EXTRAS



 
 

 
UNIT 2: MACHINE SAFETY 

Individual Woodworking Machine Tools: Table Saw, Miter Saw, and Nail Guns 

Table Saw 

 

 



 
 

 
Although the table saw is one of the most useful machines in the wood shop, it is also one of the most 

dangerous. It can be used to accurately rip and crosscut lumber and sheet goods. The table saw can also 

be used for special operations including cutting dadoes and rabbets and for resawing. With the use of 

special jigs, joinery like tenons and box joints can be made. In addition, the blade can be tilted for 

cutting bevels and miters.  

The table saws in the NMHS shop use 10” diameter blades and tilts left (that is, away from the fence). All 

of the table saws in the NMHS wood shop are SawStop Industrial Cabinet Saws, considered the safest in 

the industry. SawStop saws are equipped with a safety system that detects when someone accidentally 

contacts the spinning saw blade, at which point a braking system activates and stops the blade in 

milliseconds.  

How does it work? The SawStop electronic safety system induces an electrical signal onto the blade and 

then monitors that signal for changes. Because the human body has a relatively large inherent electrical 

capacitance and conductivity, this signal drops when flesh contacts the blade. Wood, on the other hand, 

has a relatively small inherent capacitance and conductivity and therefore does not cause the signal to 

drop when it comes in contact with the blade.  

A fast-acting brake immediately stops the blade. The brake includes a heavy-duty spring that is held in 

compression by a fuse wire. When you touch a spinning blade, the system sends a surge of electricity 

through this fuse wire to burn the wire and release the spring. The spring then pushes a block of 

aluminum (called a brake pawl) into the teeth of the spinning blade. The blade’s teeth cut into the 

aluminum and bind, thereby stopping the blade. All of this happens 14 in about 3–5 milliseconds, or 

1/200th of a second. At the same time, the angular momentum of the blade causes the blade to retract 

below the table and the power to the motor is shut off. 

Both the standard brake cartridges and the dado brake cartridges are single-use components that must 

be replaced if the brake is ever activated. Changing a brake cartridge is fast and easy—no more 

complicated than changing the blade. The brake cartridge must be installed properly, approximately 

1/8” away from the blade, and should be checked by the Instructor.  

The SawStop has a built-in MAIN POWER SWITCH. When you flip the switch on, red and green lights 

flash for approximately 20 seconds as the system runs through a safety check. When the red light turns 

off and the green light remains on, the saw is ready. If the green light does not come on, then something 

is wrong. Typical issues are an open access door, improperly installed or adjusted cartridge, or the 

cartridge-locking pin is not set. 

To start the blade, pull the red START/STOP PADDLE at the bottom. Push it in to stop the saw; the saw 

can also be turned off by gently bumping the paddle with your knee. Do not use the table saw until you 

have been instructed on its use and are personally checked out in its use by your instructor. You must be 

tested each trimester regardless of whether you have been tested earlier.  

1. The number one cause of injuries on the table saw is kickback. Kickback occurs when the operator loses control 
of the material being cut and it is thrown from the machine with great force.  

2. When cutting, the saw blade should project ¼ - ⅜” above the stock or enough to clear the common gullets.  



 
 

 
3. The fence is used to guide ripping operations. The miter gauge or sled is used to guide crosscut operations. 
Always hold the work firmly against the fence, sled, or miter gauge.  

4. During a rip cut, once the material has moved away from your left hand, move your left off the table. Do not 
drag your hand across the table and never reach over the blade.  

5. You must use a push stick when ripping pieces that are 6” or less in width.  

6. Cutting workpieces shorter than 10” in length is a special setup; get permission from the instructor or aide prior 
to cutting.  

7. Performing on-edge resawing is a special setup. You must get specific instruction and special permission from 
your instructor. The resaw fence should be used when resawing material wider than the height of the rip fence.  

8. When ripping stock, the piece between the fence and blade must be controlled and pushed past the blade and 
riving knife all the way off the throat plate. Failure to do so may result in a kickback.  

9. When you are ripping stock, the scrap must fall to the outside (non-bound side) of the blade (not between the 
blade and fence).  

10. Lowering stock directly down over the saw blade is dangerous and is never allowed.  

11. Procedures involving raising the blade into the work are special setups. Permission and instructions must be 
obtained from your instructor prior to performing this type of work.  

12. The riving knife must always be in place behind the blade except when the instructor has authorized its 
removal for special set-ups.  

13. The over-arm saw guard is available if deemed necessary for a particular operation. The over-arm guards are 
stored near or on each saw.  

14. Make adjustments or measurements at the blade only when the power switch is off and the blade is at a 
complete stop.  

15. The main power switch should be placed in the off position when you leave the saw.  

16. Freehand cutting, ripping, or crosscutting without using the fence, sled, or miter gauge is ABSOLUTELY 
FORBIDDEN in all circumstances.  

17. Do not reach or pass wood over the saw blade any time the blade is spinning.  

18. When helping someone to tail-off (supporting the work hanging off the back of the saw table), your only 
purpose is to support the stock from below. Only the operator pushes the stock through the saw.  

19. Make sure the blade is stopped and completely lowered when clearing scraps from the table.  

20. The instructor must approve all special setups and dado blade installations before the power is turned on. 

 21. Use a special setup with V-block or sled when cutting cylindrical stock to help keep it from spinning.  

22. If you need to stop the saw in the middle of a cut, stop what you are doing without moving your hands and 
turn off the saw by gently bumping the red START/STOP PADDLE with your knee.  

23. Backing the stock away from the blade while the saw is running is forbidden. If it is necessary to remove a 
workpiece, always stop the saw first.  

24. The piece between the blade and the fence or a stop must always be under the operator’s control. If 
uncontrolled, it can bind and cause a serious kickback.  



 
 

 
25. If the fence is used at the same time as the miter gauge, the miter gauge must be between the fence and the 
blade. This is a special setup.  

26. When you are crosscutting a number of pieces to the same length using the miter gauge, clamp a clearance 
block to the rip fence well ahead of the saw blade to prevent the cut piece from being pinched between the blade 
and fence.  

27. Stock edges or faces that contact the table, miter gauge or fence, must be straight and flat.  

28. Seek assistance and direction from your instructor before milling materials with defects such as splits, warps 
and knots.  

29. Changing the saw blade for non-standard operations is a special setup. After installing any blade, the brake 
cartridge must be installed properly and adjusted approximately 3/32 - 1/8” away from the blade, and checked by 
the instructor.  

30. Using the dado set is a special setup but used commonly. The dado blades and dado brake cartridge must be 
installed and properly adjusted. If the dado stack is over ½” thick, the arbor washer should not be used. 

 

MITER SAW 

 

The miter or chop saw is the best tool in the lab for accurately crosscutting surfaced lumber to length. It 

is extremely useful for making all cuts from 90° to ±45°. The miter saw is one of the most dangerous 

machines in the lab. Use care in its operation.  

1. Keep protective guards in place at all times.  

2. Remove scraps and other foreign items from the machine before operating the saw.  

3. Make sure the piece to be cut is firmly against the table and fence before cutting. 



 
 

 
 4. Allow the blade to reach full speed before cutting.  

5. Do not force the tool into the work.  

6. Never hold the piece to be cut in a manner that causes your arms to cross. The majority of all cuts are 

made on the miter saw with the material held with the left hand on the left side of the saw while the 

right hand operates the machine.  

7. Do not leave the area of the machine until the blade has come to a full and complete stop.  

8. Always maintain a 4” margin of safety between all body parts and the blade.  

9. Remove chips, scraps and cutoffs only after the blade is at a complete stop.  

10. After placing the stock securely on the saw table and aligning the cut, pull the trigger. After the blade 

comes to full speed, lower the blade into the work at a moderate speed. When the cut is complete 

release the trigger and allow the blade to come to a complete stop before returning it to the upright 

position.   

11. Use a stick or other hold down device when needed to secure short material without putting your 

hand in danger.  

12. The operator should hold the workpiece in place, rather than the off-cut, for all cuts.  

13. NEVER use the chop saw to cut rough material, its best for crosscutting surfaced lumber. 

 

PNEUMATIC NAIL GUNS and STAPLERS 

 

Pneumatic nail guns and staplers are compressed-air-operated devices used to drive nails or staples 

quickly and efficiently. They also increase accuracy over using a hammer, since the gun does not require 

pounding on the workpiece. Nail guns and staplers are made in a variety of sizes. In the NMHS wood 

shop, finish nailers, brad nailers, and several staplers are available. Each shoots a specific diameter of 

nail or width of staple in a range of lengths. Operating a nail gun or stapler requires the user to press the 



 
 

 
gun against the workpiece, thereby depressing the nose guard. The gun is then actuated by pulling the 

trigger.  

1. Safety glasses must be worn when operating a nail gun or stapler.  

2. Always point the nail gun or stapler away from any person or body parts.  

3. Except when ready to actuate the nail gun or stapler, keep your finger off the trigger.  

4. Always disconnect the air supply when loading or unloading the magazine, or when making 

adjustments.  

5. Ensure the nose guard is working properly, and if it is not, report the problem to the instructor.  

6. When operating the nail gun or stapler, make sure your hand or other body parts are not in front of or 

to the side of the fastener’s path. Nails have been especially known to hit hard objects, like knots or 

difficult grain, and shoot out the side of a workpiece.  

7. Use extra caution when driving a fastener close to an edge to prevent the fastener from splitting the 

work, flying away, or hitting your hand.  

8. Do not attempt to angle a nail or staple into the work surface more than about 10°; more than that 

may cause the fastener to ricochet off the work.  

9. Pull the trigger lightly. A heavy pull may result in the gun bouncing then driving two nails.  

10. Before loading or unloading nails into the magazine, disconnect the air line. Make sure the magazine 

is completely empty of previous size fasteners, then load the new fasteners. Failure to do so may result 

in misfire, damage to the tool, or a fastener too long for the job. 
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Name ____________________________________________ 

 

What is the safety device used to keep your hand out of the path of the blade 

rip fence 

feather board 

scrap wood 

push block 
 
What device is used to hold work against the rip fence? 

guard 

feather board 

scrap wood 

miter gauge 
 
When crosscutting on a table saw what device needs to be in place in order to safely make the cut?  

feather board 

rip fence 

miter gauge 

guard 
 
What is a rip cut. 

a cut across the grain 

a rip what? 

a cut at an angle 

a cut parallel with the direction of the grain 
 
What is a crosscut? 

Huh? 

A cut parallel with the grain 

A cut at an angle 

A cut across the grain of a board 
 
What is a miter cut?  

I'm not sure 

A cut parallel with direction of the grain. 
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A cut at an angle across the board 

A cut across the grain. 
 
What is a dado cut?  

A channel cut with the grain 

An open channel on the edge of a board 

A channel cut across the grain. 
 
What is a groove? 

A channel cut with the direction of the grain 

An open channel cut on the edge of the board 

A channel cut across the grain 
 
What is a rabbet?  

A channel cut across the grain 

An open channel/ step cut on the edge of a board of 

A channel cut with the direction of the grain 

A furry animal with long ears 
 
 
The ______________ guides the wood straight/ parallel with the saw blade when rip cutting. 

Crosscut Sled 

Miter Gauge 

Power Feed 

Fence 
 
The saw must be at least _______________ before any  adjustments are made. 

disconnected 

off and not spinning 

running 
 
When changing a blade on the table saw, the saw must be_______________? 

still on 

disconnect the power, turn off electrical breaker, pull the plug 

turned off 
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Wood to be cut on a table saw must be straight. Do not cut _____________________ material on the saw.  

jointed 

dirty 

clean 

warped 
 
Wood to be cut on a  table saw must have at least one straight jointed edge on it.  

True                             False 
 
To avoid injury from kick-back, stay out the area directly _________________________ the blade and the material 
being cut.  

To the side 

On top 

Behind 

In front 
 
Keep your hands and arms away from the blade and avoid reaching __________________________ of the blade 

to the side 

around the back 

all of these 

over the top 
 
Do not start cutting until the saw is up to full speed, and the blade is not touching the wood.  

True                             False 
 
The wood must be clean and free of rocks, metal, hardware, nails and screws. 

True                             False 
 
The material must be held down tight against the table and along the rip fence as the wood moves past the blade. 

True                              False 
 
The correct height for the saw blade is 1/8 inch to ____________ above the wood.  

1/4 inch 

1/16 inch 

1/2 inch 
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A ____________________ keeps the wood from pinching the blade or coming into contact with the back of the 
blade.  

anti kick-back fingers 

guard 

riving knife 
 
When using a table saw to rip stock, stand directly in back of the wood being cut.  

True                   False 
 
You can cut a bevel or chamfer with a table saw tilting the saw blade to the correct angle for the cut.  
 

True                    False 
 
I will never freehand cut on the table saw which means to make a cut without the rip fence or miter gauge.  

True                    False 
 
I will never back out of cut while the saw is running.  

True                   False 
 
I will not do anything on the saw that hasn't been demonstrated for me.  

I will not do anything unless I understand how to do it correctly and safely.  

I will not put myself or my classmates at risk by operating machines incorrectly 

I will clean up the table saw when I am done using it.  

I will put my scrap wood and off-cuts in the correct bins when I am done.  

  

True                     False 
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Miter Saw Safety Test 

 

Eye protection and hearing protection are not required when running the miter saw.  

True                         False 
 
Another name for a sliding compound miter saw is a CHOP SAW. 

True                         False 
 
 
Hold  wood being cut tight to the table and fence of the saw.  

True                         False 
 
 
Make sure all the guards are in place and operating correctly.  

True                         False 
 
The proper way to make a sliding cut is to pull the blade towards you while cutting.  

True                          False 
 
Adjustments and blade changes can be made with the machine plugged in.  

True                          False 

 
If a kickback/ wood binding occurs while cutting, release the on/off switch and maintain control until the 
saw stops.  

True                          False 
 
Allow the motor to reach full speed before cutting.  

True                          False 
 
Starting the saw/ motor with the blade touching the wood is a good idea. 

True                          False 
 
It is OK to cut freehand angles without the wood touching the fence.  

True                          False 
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What kind of cuts is a miter saw good for?  

Cross Cuts Only 

Cross Cuts, Bevel Cuts, Miter Cuts 

Rip Cuts, Bevel Cuts, Miter Cuts, Cross Cuts 

Rip Cuts and Cross Cuts 
 

What side of your marking line do you cut?  

Left 

Waste 

Right 

Cut on top the line 

Keeper 
 
How many inches away from the blade do you need to keep your fingers? 

2 inches 

6 inches 

at least 4 inches 

5 inches 
 
When I'm done cutting I will do what with the scrap wood at the bench.  

What scrap wood? 

Put the usable scrap in the scrap bins, put waste wood in the barrels. 

Put it in the garbage cans. 

Leave on the bench for someone else to deal with 
 

What will happen if you don't secure the wood you are cutting to the table and fence of the saw?  

Securing the wood is not necessary. 

That's how I always do it. 

Kick back the material and bend the blade. 
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Nail Gun Safety Test 

 

Eye protection is  required for everyone in the room when using the nail gun.  

True                       False 

 

The most common nailer that we use for joining 3/4" material is 18 gauge with 1 1/4" long nails.  

True                       False 
 
Never nail towards yourself or others. 

True                       False 
 
Make adjustments to the nailer only when air is _____________. 

Disconnected 

Plugged in 

Pressurized 

Doesn't Matter 
 
____________________ the tool each day the tool is used with quality air tool 
oil. Use 5 or 6 drops of oil into the inlet of the nailer. 

Lubricate 

Abrade 

Clean 
 
When using nail guns do not bypass or disconnect the  ________. 

hose 

guard 

safety tip 

cord 
 

When using a Brad Nailer disconnect the nail gun from the 
___________when not in use. 

clip 

power 

guard 

compressor hose 
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When connecting air pressure to small nail guns point the gun down 
and away from ____________. 

yourself 

the floor 

the wood 

the walls 
 
Be aware of what is behind the piece you are going to nail. Never nail _________________. 

the table 

the walls 

scrap wood 

towards you or any other person 
 
Keep your off hand _________  while fastening material together.  

out of the path of the nail 

I do what I want 

4 inches away 

6 inches away 
 
Do not shoot nails into scrap wood, tables, books, or into the air. 

True 

False 
 

 


