
ELA  7 Week 3 – The week after break, April 6 – 10 - Boydstun, Daoud, Rez-Kersey 

Seventh grade ELA families, 

 I hope this finds you well after a nice, relaxing Spring Break. This week we will carry on our learning remotely, 

building our argument papers, continuing Rev it Up vocabulary studies, and beginning Quarter 4 book projects. We’re 

just about ready to wrap up argument papers and are moving ahead nicely. Keep up the good work, students! As before, 

I’m excited to hear from you in any way or form – and not just about your work! Keep the pics, notes, and emails 

coming! 

Monday 

1. Rev it Up! Lesson 4 Day 2. Instructions for Rev it Up, including the word cards and the book pages are included in 

this packet. 

2. Argument paper. See the document below for a few tips and reminders on how to get this going. Spend about 30 

minutes today drafting your intro paragraph and beginning to work on your body paragraphs. It’s not expected for 

you to do the whole thing in one day – you have this whole week to work on it! 

3. Choose a book for your 4th Quarter Book Project! Details are below. 

Tuesday 

1. Rev it Up! Lesson 4 Day 3. Instructions below. 

2. Continue writing your argument paper for another 30 minutes or so. Again, you have the whole week, so don’t 

push yourself to get it done today, even. Write for 30 minutes then put it away for today. 

3. Spend about 15 minutes reading your Q4 book project book at some point today. 

Wednesday 

1. Rev It Up! Lesson 4 Day 4. Instructions below. 

2. Keep going on that argument paper! You’re probably really close to being done by now! 

3. Reading for about 15 minutes today. 

Thursday 

1. Rev Lesson 4 Day 5. Instructions below. 

2. Tie up loose ends of your paper. Be sure to check that all of your sources are cited. 

3. Spend another 15 minutes reading today. 

Friday 

Note: There is no Rev it Up! today 

1. Finish your paper today. Use the attached checklist and submit it with your paper. If you don’t have a printed 

copy to fill out, you can number the elements of the rubric on a separate piece of paper and score yourself.  

2. Another bit of reading today. You should be making good progress on your 4th quarter book project book! 

 

You can send pictures or emails with your progress each day or send it all at once by the end of Friday. If you have any 

work from previous weeks not yet turned in, please get that work to your teacher as soon as possible. Yes, this even 

includes old book projects! Your 3rd Quarter book project can still be turned in for credit to be reflected on your 4th 

Quarter report card. 

Be safe, healthy, and well! 

 

Ms. Daoud    Ms. Boydstun    Ms. Rez-Kersey 

edaoud@northmasonschools.org kboydstun@northmasonschools.org mreznicek@northmasonschools.org   

mailto:edaoud@northmasonschools.org
mailto:kboydstun@northmasonschools.org
mailto:mreznicek@northmasonschools.org


Quarter 4 Book Project – A Book Chat! 

Your project this quarter will be a conversation between you and your teacher about your book. It’s easy! Your 

ELA teacher loves talking about books and has all kinds of questions to ask. Your job is simple: read a book, 

complete the attached prewrite to organize your thinking, and be ready to talk about it! 

This may seem daunting to some of you, especially if you get nervous presenting. A few things to remember 

that will hopefully make this easier: 

• It’s just you and your teacher; it’s a one-person audience, not a whole-class presentation 

• You can have your book with you 

• It’s going to be about 5 minutes. Blink and it’s over! 

Each conversation will start the same. I’ll ask you to summarize the book you read based on the included 

prewrite page. What was it about? Who was the main character? What was the conflict? How did it end? 

From there, your teacher will ask you all kinds of questions. While we can’t predict how the conversation will 

go, you can expect we’ll ask questions about these categories –  

• Characters 

• Plot 

• Conflict 

• Setting 

• Author’s craft and style – the words the author chose, and how their words affected you, the reader 

• What you liked/didn’t like/would change about the story 

Note about books made into movies: While there are many great books out there that have been made into 

movies, they are no longer book report books. It is extremely difficult to tell if the book was actually read. 

Please choose a book that has not had a movie made about it.  

 

You’ll be graded using this rubric. 

Above Standard  Below Standard 

 CONTENT 
It’s clear you read the book. You 
have a conversational, working 
understanding of basic character, 
plot, conflict, and setting 
knowledge. You can identify 
important passages in the book or 
find examples of the author’s 
unique writing style. 
 

 

 CRAFT 
Your book talk pre-write page is 
complete and thorough. 
 

 

 

We will aim to have these conversations the week of May 26-29. You do not need to turn in your pre-write until that time.  



 



Argument Writing Tips and Reminders 

• You’re in the home stretch now! Before Spring Break, you finished up all your body paragraph outlines, and your 

counterclaim, intro, and conclusion. Now it’s time for you to put it all together into one cohesive essay. 

• You may hand-write or type your essay. If you are writing it by hand, you do not need to skip lines, and you may 

write on the back of your paper. If you’re typing, you can write it in a new Word document and share it with me, 

type it in an email to me, or write it in your Class Notebook if you can access that. 

• First, take each of the sentences of your intro planner. Write those sentences out as one paragraph that first 

provides an overview of both sides of the debate, then clearly states your claims and hints at what your body 

paragraph reasons will be about. 

• Next, begin with your first body paragraph. Begin with a topic sentence that clearly explains your reason. Jump 

into explaining your first piece of evidence, quoting and citing your source, and then providing some reasoning – 

an explanation of how the evidence you presented proves your claim. Do this for the pieces of evidence you 

have that prove this one reason. Write a transition sentence which wraps up this paragraph and moves into the 

next. Something like While concussions are one reason why kids should not play sports, there are other injuries 

which can leave a lasting impact, too. From here, jump to your next paragraph about other injuries. 

• Then, repeat the same process as the first bod paragraph, this time using the information from your second 

reason. Be sure to transition to your third reason at the end of this paragraph. 

• After that, your final body paragraph. 

• Finally, write your conclusion using the outline you created the week before break. Re-explain your argument, 

restate your claim, give a quick reminder of your reasons, and leave your reader with a lasting thought. 

A few things to keep in mind as you do this – 

• You can do this! It might sound like a lot, but the hardest part is completely done! Now you’re just writing it all 

in paragraph form, together. 

• Don’t forget to add your counterclaim to the right paragraph, if you’re adding it in that way. If you’re going to 

add it in as a standalone paragraph, drop it in just before your conclusion. 

• Review the rubric below as you work. Use it as a tool to guide your writing. Ask yourself, “Did I…” and complete 

the phrase with what’s in the rubric. For example, after you write your intro, ask yourself, “Did I interest my 

reader in my argument? Did I help them to understand the backstory? Did I write the backstory in a way that my 

reader can see my point? Did I make it clear to readers what my claim is, and what reasons I’ll present?” Doing 

this as you go will hold your writing accountable to the rubric – and might mean fewer revisions in the future! 



Argument Writing Checklist 

 Grade 7 NOT 
YET 

STARTING 
TO YES! 

 Structure    

Overall I laid out a well-supported argument and made it clear that this argument is part of a 
bigger conversation about a topic/text. I acknowledged positions on the topic or text 
that might disagree with my own position, but I still showed why my position makes 
sense. 

   

Lead I interested the reader in my argument and helped them to understand the backstory 
behind it. I gave the backstory in a way that got the reader ready to see my point.    

I made it clear to readers what my piece will argue and forecasted the parts of my 
argument.    

Transitions I used transitions to link the parts of my argument. The transitions help the reader follow 
from part to part and make it clear when I am stating a claim or counterclaim, giving a 
reason, or offering or analyzing evidence. These transitions include terms such as as the  
text states, this means, another reason, some people may say, but, nevertheless, and on 
the other hand. 

   

Ending In my conclusion, I reinforced and built on the main point(s) in a way that makes the 
entire text a cohesive whole. The conclusion may reiterate how the support for my claim 
outweighed the counterclaim(s), restate the main points, respond to them, or highlight 
their significance. 

   

Organization The parts of my piece are arranged purposefully to suit my purpose and to lead readers 
from one claim or counterclaim, reason, or piece of evidence to another.    

I used topic sentences, transitions, and formatting (where appropriate) to clarify the 
structure of the piece and to highlight my main points.    

 Development    

Elaboration I included varied kinds of evidence such as facts, quotations, examples, and definitions. I 
analyzed or explained the reasons and evidence, showing how they fit with my claim(s) 
and built my argument. 

   

I consistently incorporated and cited trustworthy sources.    

I wrote about another possible position or positions—a different claim or claims 
about this subject—and explained why the evidence for my position outweighed the 
counterclaim(s). 

   

I worked to make my argument compelling as well as understandable. I brought out why 
it mattered and why the audience should care about it.    

Craft I used words purposefully to affect meaning and tone.    

I chose precise words and used metaphors, images, or comparisons to explain what I 
meant.    

I included domain-specific, technical vocabulary relevant to my argument and audience 
and defined these terms when appropriate.    



I used a formal tone but varied it appropriately to engage the reader.    

Spelling I matched the spelling of technical vocabulary to that found in resources and text 
evidence. I spelled material in citations correctly.    

Punctuation and 
Sentence Structure 

I varied my sentence structure, sometimes using simple and sometimes using complex 
sentence structure.    

I used internal punctuation appropriately within sentences and when citing sources, 
including commas, dashes, parentheses, colons, and semicolons.    

May be reproduced for classroom use. © 2014 by Lucy Calkins and Colleagues from the TCRWP from Units of Study in Argument, Information, and Narrative Writing, Grades 6–8 (firsthand: Portsmouth, 

NH). 

  



7th Grade Rev it Up!  Vocabulary Instructions—Lesson 4 

Week 1 

Here are the directions.  Read each day carefully, as there are some things you may 

be doing it differently than the directions say. 

Find your picture cards and vocabulary words here or included in this packet. 

Find the textbook pages with specific information for each day here or included in this 

packet. 

Monday 

Lesson 4, Day 2.  Read through the words on the right side of the page (it says 48 at the 

bottom of the page) These are your 10 vocabulary words for the week. 

To the left is your first assignment.  On your own paper, write the answers to the 

10 questions, using your vocab words.  Be sure to explain your answer in your 

sentence.  Example: 

1)  Why might you give a friend a pretense? 

Answer on your own paper:  I might give a friend a pretense to get her to 

come with me to a restaurant where there is going to be a surprise birthday 

party for her. 

Tuesday 

Lesson 3, Day 3:  Complete these sentences on your own paper.  Yes, you need to write 

the part of the sentence that is provided for you. 

Wednesday 

Lesson 3, Day 4:  Read the three pairs of words and their definitions. Then, write a 

sentence that uses both words in context. Using words in context means someone could 

figure out what the word means based on the sentence. Skip the part about reading 

them aloud with blanks for your classmates to guess. 

Thursday 

Lesson 3, Day 5:  Read the text around all the photos.  Do the “Rev Up Your Writing” in 

the bottom right hand corner on page 51.  Use at least 5 vocabulary words.  If you want 

to try and use more, you could receive a 4 for this part of the assignment! 
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