
7th Grade English Language Arts – Week 2 March 30 – April 3 - Boydstun, Daoud, and Reznicek-Kersey 

ELA 7th Grade Families, 

Welcome to week two of remote learning. All documents you need are uploaded to the NMSD website, 

or you can contact the school to pick up a hard copy, or one can be delivered to you on the bus. Be sure to send 

your work to your ELA teacher either as you finish it, or in one message, via REMIND or email by end of day 

Friday. You can also drop work off at school or hand it in to the bus driver, who will deliver it back to school. We 

will get back to you as soon as possible with feedback on the work you’ve completed. We will be around our 

computers to address email and REMIND questions between 9AM and 3 PM each weekday. 

Monday 

1. Rev It Up! Lesson 3 Day 6:  Draw the graphic organizer onto a separate piece of paper.  Fill in the shapes 
with examples of words that describe (adjectives) callous and then give examples on the bottom 
squares.  

2. Argument Paper Counterclaim. The document can be found on the NMSD website under the School 
Closure Homework tab at the top of the homepage. 

3. Read for about 15 minutes today! 
 

Tuesday 

1. Rev It Up! Lesson 3 Day 7:  Do the Rev Up Your Writing at the bottom of p. 42.  If you can’t think of a 
mystery you solved, maybe the mystery you solve is:  You come to school one day to find every single 
locker has been opened.  Who did this?  How did they know your combination?  

2. Argument Paper Intro. The document is on the NMSD website. 
3. Read for about 15 minutes today! 

 
Wednesday 

1. Rev It Up! Lesson 3 Day 8:  Draw the circle Venn diagram on the page.  Correctly place the given words 
into the correct circle.  For example, the word archetype is a model or example of something, so it would 
go in the exemplify circle because it is a kind of example.  

2. Argument Paper Conclusion. The document is on the NMSD website. 
3. Read for about 15 minutes today! 

 
Thursday 

1. Rev It Up! Lesson 3 Day 9:  Do “In your Own Words” on a separate piece of paper.  You must use at least 
6 words to receive credit for this part of the assignment.  

2. Complete TWO of the reading responses found in the ELA tab of the school closure homework tab. 
There are four options for you to choose from, but only pick two. 

3. Go back to your intro, conclusion, and counterclaim. Spend about 10 minutes finishing up anything 
unfinished on those today. 
 

Friday 
1. Rev It Up! Lesson 3 Day 10:  Quiz! Now you can study your words for a quiz which you can find on the 

NMSD website. Honors System! We trust you’ll take this without using the word cards or your week’s 
work! Snap a pic of your work or email your answers to your teacher.  

2. Complete the grammar maze also on the site, practicing identifying run-on sentences. A grammar focus 
of your argument paper is using sometimes simple and sometimes complex sentences, and this maze will 
give you some examples! 
 

Let your teacher know if you have any questions and be sure to send in your work when it’s complete! Have a 

great week! 

Ms. Boydstun Ms. Daoud Ms. Rez-Kersey 
kboydstun@northmasonschools.org  edaoud@northmasonschools.org mreznicek@northmasonschools.org  

 

mailto:kboydstun@northmasonschools.org
mailto:edaoud@northmasonschools.org
mailto:mreznicek@northmasonschools.org


COUNTERCLAIMS are like rebuttals in your debate. Counterclaims acknowledge the other side of the argument and 
show how the evidence you've presented is stronger. Counterclaims should include evidence, when possible. You must 
include at least one in your paper, but you have some flexibility in how you do this.   
  
 Option 1 is to make your counterclaim part of the paragraph to which it is related. For example, if your paragraph is 
about sports injuries, and you know that some argue that there have been technological advances in helmets and sports 
equipment that will lessen the impact of sports injuries, this is a good time to bring a counterargument from an article 
that proves that these "safe" helmets aren't actually much safer at all.   
   
Option 2 is to have your counterclaim be its own mini-paragraph, standing alone just before your conclusion. This will 
work, but it is oftentimes less effective and can sound out of place. Should you choose to plan it this way, know that 
when it's time to write, you'll need to write some context to make sure your reader can follow your thinking clearly.   
   
Some sentence stems to use to acknowledge and rebut counterclaims:   

•       Some people disagree, saying … I challenge this. I don't think …   

•       Critics argue that ... While it might be true that..., all in all …   

•       Others may say that … but I argue …   

•       Skeptics may think ... while others might say ... Nevertheless, it turns out that …   
 

  
 Counterclaim   
 

My position is       
    
    
    

Those who disagree say       
    
    
    

They say this because       
    
    
    

Evidence to support their idea is 
(include citation!)   

    
    
    
      
    

It’s not enough to convince me 
because …   

    
   
    

   
**If this is going to be a stand-alone 
paragraph, skip this.  
  

This counterclaim best fits my paragraph number ______, and I will add it in to 
that paragraph before I transition to my next paragraph.  

  
  



Intro & Conclusion Outline 

Introducing your essay is really important. You set your reader up to follow your argument from the get-go. It’s kind of 

like you’re standing at the top of a ski run, or a skateboard ramp, or maybe even about to run an obstacle course. You 

want to make a note of all the ups and downs you’ll need to go through as you run the course. An introduction does this 

for your reader, too – it preps them to know what you’re going to lead them through along this argument journey. 

Ways to Introduce an Argument – some sentence starters. Choose one, or something like it, from each section to 

build an intro paragraph 

First, explain the argument. What is it, and why does it matter? 

• The topic of … is an important one because … 

• Many people are invested in the topic of … because… 

• Even though many people …, it’s actually a strongly debated subject. 

Next, kick off your argument with a strong claim. 

• Some people think … but I believe… 

• ___ is hotly contested because some people think … However, others argue … 

• ___ is a complicated issue because…  

• There has long been disagreement about … I am writing to tell you that … 

• You might believe … but the truth of the matter is … 

Then, preview your reasons for your reader. 

• One reason why … is because … 

• It’s also true that … 

• Another reason that … is … 

• Though some think …, evidence shows … 

Explain the 
argument 

 

Write your 
claim 

 

Reason 1  
 

Reason 2  
 

Reason 3  
 

 

  

  



A powerful conclusion is just as important as starting off strongly. An argument conclusion can make readers leave the 

essay not only convinced that the claim is reasonable, but with a bigger understanding of the issues being debated. 

Think about a conclusion that leaves the reader thinking "That writer knows what she’s talking about!” 

Consider these two conclusions. 

 Conclusion 1: As you can see, middle school tryouts for competitive sports should end. Join the drama club 

instead. 

 Conclusion 2: The issue of middle school tryouts is a complex one. There is no doubt that tryouts are in 

some ways an historical tradition. But simply because something has been the tradition doesn’t make it 

right. The best traditions are not those that have been around the longest, but those that make everyone 

feel part of them. And by definition, tryouts exclude some members of the school. It should be a priority 

for our school to allow anyone an everyone to join our teams. A good first step is to help develop our 

intramural programs. If you are interested, note the “End Sports Tryouts” flyer in the front hall bulletin 

board. 

The second one really knows what they’re talking about – this author has summed up the argument and left the reader 

with a lasting thought – a call to action. These are moves that pay off in writing a strong conclusion. 

Techniques for Strong Conclusions 

• Acknowledge the debate surrounding the argument 

• Restate the claim and reasons 

• Emphasize why claim and evidence matter 

• Let your argument end leaving your reader with something new to think about 

 

Remind your reader 
of the debate 

 

Restate, in a new 
way, your claim and 
reasons 

 

Explain why your 
position matters 

 

Call to action  

 



Reading Response – Week 2  

Choose two of the following options to help you process what you’ve read. 

1. Complete the four boxes listed below, drawing, quoting, summarizing, and explaining a good example of an author’s 

use of dialogue. Find dialogue that moves the story forward, or reveals characters, or increases tension. In the first box, 

draw what’s happening in the scene you picked. Second box: write the back and forth dialogue between the characters. 

Third box: summarize what’s happening in the scene. Fourth box: explain why you picked it – why is it a good example of 

dialogue? What type of dialogue is it? How does it impact the story? 

 

2. Write a letter of advice to one of the characters. First, explain the situation for which you’re giving advice. Next, 

explain your thinking: where did the character go wrong? Then, give your advice. What would you have done in their 

position? Why is yours a better course of action? After that, explain how the action of the story could be different had 

the character taken your course of action. Finally, leave your character with some words of encouragement. Aim for a 

minimum of five sentences. 

3. Have a conversation with someone at home about the reading you’ve done this week. In it, tell them your three 

favorite things from the story so far, and how it reminds you of any other story you’ve read (or movie you’ve watched, 

TV show, et.c.). If this book were made into a movie, who would you want to play the main characters? Why? For whom 

Draw Quote 

Summarize Explain 



would you recommend this book? If you like (…Harry Potter, or books about baseball, or books with a strong female 

lead…) then you might like this because … Summarize your conversation, including at least two questions they ask you. 

 

4. Identify five metaphors or similes in the text. Remember, a simile is a comparison of two things using like or as. A 

metaphor is a direct comparison and doesn’t use like or as. For example: her hair was as golden as the glowing sun - 

simile; her golden hair was sunshine on a dark, dreary day – metaphor. 

Write them down, including page numbers, and explain what the metaphor or simile means. Then, pick two of your five 

to illustrate below. 

Illustrated LITERALLY – Using the words the author used Illustrated FIGURATIVELY – Drawn as the author 
intended 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  



Grammar Maze – Run-Ons 
  

 

  



7th Grade Rev it Up!  Vocabulary Packet—Lesson 3  

Week 2  

Click here for the Vocab text from the Rev it Up! book.  The words are the same from 

last week but are linked here again if you need them. The directions are below.  Read 
each day carefully. You may be doing it differently than the directions say:  

  

3. Lesson 3, Day 6:  Draw the graphic organizer onto a separate piece of paper:  Fill in 
the shapes with examples of words that describe (adjectives) callous and then give 

examples on the bottom squares.  
2. Lesson 3, Day 7:  Do the Rev Up Your Writing at the bottom of p. 42.  If you can’t 
think of a mystery you solved, maybe the mystery you solve is:  You come to school one 
day to find every single locker has been opened.  Who did this?  How did they know your 
combination?  
3. Lesson 3, Day 8:  Draw the circle Venn diagram on the page.  Correctly place the 
given words into the correct circle.  For example, the word archetype is a model or 
example of something, so it would go in the exemplify circle because it is a kind of 
example.  
4. Lesson 3, Day 9:  Do “In your Own Words” on a separate piece of paper.  You must 
use at least 6 words to receive credit for this part of the assignment.  

  

a. Now you can study your words for a quiz.  
b. When you are ready, take the QUIZ for Lesson 3 here. Snap a pic of your 

work or email your answers to your teacher.  

  

https://northmasonschools-my.sharepoint.com/personal/mreznicek_northmasonschools_org/Documents/ONLINE%20PDFS/ELA%207%20week%202%20Rev%20it%20Up!%20Vocab%20text.pdf
https://northmasonschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/mreznicek_northmasonschools_org/EbHaP3qkUvlCgNu9A_49OHUBjqGXRP3lX7WUJz3g5sV3Dw?e=lA5UrT
https://northmasonschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/mreznicek_northmasonschools_org/EXbgAX4llX5NmD0xPFaxOt8BtOW4ciwxklrLuH3LlihtAA?e=yx6wEu


Show What You Know – Rev It Up! Lesson 3 Vocab Quiz 

Read each question. Fill in the letter of the best answer. 

 

 

1. If Teddy exemplifies 

strength, he— 

a. doesn't know he is strong. 

b. lost his strength. 

c. wishes he were strong.  

   d. is very strong. 

2. Which of the following activities could 

make your hands callous? 

a. typing a paper 

b. digging a garden 

c. washing dishes 

d. playing soccer 

 

3. Why would a president try to emulate 

Abraham Lincoln? 

a. He thinks Abraham Lincoln had a 

ridiculous looking hat. 

b. She doesn't like Abraham Lincoln's 

humor. 

c. He has respect for Abraham Lincoln. 

d. She doesn't know much about 

Abraham Lincoln. 

4. Select the word that has a similar 

meaning to adulation. 

a. admiration 

b. disrespect 

c. emotion 

d. success 

 

5. The colors of the painting calmed Denise 

because they were –  

a. callous. 

b. laudable. 

c. secular. 

d. muted.  

 6. On Election Day, the church was used for 

nonreligious purposes. 

Which word would work best as a substitution for 

the underlined word? 

a. callous   

b. laudable 

c. secular 

d. muted 

7. My grandparents often talk fondly about the 
past over a pitcher of iced tea. 

Which word would work best as a substitution for 

the underlined words?  

a. adulate  

b. emulate  

c. exemplify  

d. reminisce



 Vocab Quiz pg. 2    Read the passage below and write the word that fits best in each blank. 

 

pretense 

reminisce 

fanfare 

adulation 

muted 

laudable 

secular 

emulate 

callously 
exemplify 

 

Miguel was so nervous he could barely make his legs work. He thought he might fall over at any time. 

The mayor of his town was talking about Miguel's (8) success. 

Miguel had written a short story for a national contest, and the next thing he knew, he had won. His 

story had been published in a magazine, and now everyone in town was here to praise him. 

Miguel was thrilled to win, but he didn't know it would cause so much (9) .He 

wasn't used to all the attention. In truth, he didn't want to be standing on that stage. He would rather 

be sitting at home, writing another story. But he put on a (10)  so that nobody 

would see how nervous he was. He waved to his parents in the front row and forced a smile. 

 

***** Now, to earn a 4, use at least 8 of the words to create a paragraph or paragraphs. Be sure 

that the way you use the words really shows what the word means. It is ok to use other forms of the 

words in the box above. Underline or highlight each word in the paragraph(s) as you use it to help 

me find it.  

These are the rubrics for how you will be graded. 

 

Vocabulary Rubric for REV It Up (RCC 4 L6) 

4 3 2 1 

Uses at least 8 of the vocabulary words correctly 
in a paragraph(s). They must clearly show the 
meaning of the word. For example, if the 
vocabulary word was 'blue,' the sentence 'It was 
blue' does not show meaning. 'The sky was blue 
because there were no clouds' does show the 
meaning of the word. 

Scores 9 or 10 
out of 10 on the 
multiple choice 
& fill in part of 
the test. 

Scores 7 or 8 
out of 10 on 
the multiple 
choice & fill in 
part of the test. 

Scores 6 or 
fewer on 
the 
multiple 
choice & fill 
in part of 
the test. 

 

Grammar & Conventions Rubric (RCC7 Ll & L2) 

4 3 2 1 

*All complete sentences with 

interesting variety 

*No errors in GUMPS 
*Publication quality 

*All complete 
sentences. 

*Paragraphs where 

needed * A few minor 

errors in GUMPS that 

don't affect 

understanding 

*Final copy quality 

*Some sentences not 

complete 

*Some paragraphing 
errors 

*Many errors in GUMPS 

make this hard to read 

*Rough draft quality 

*Few sentences are 
complete 

*No paragraphing 
*Errors in GUMPS make 

this very difficult to read 

*Work quality is not ready 
to be assessed 

*GUMPS = Grammar, Usage, Mechanics, Punctuation, and Spelling 


