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Nature Journal 
Directions: Head outside for 30 minutes. Use your senses to notice what’s happening around you. Write 
and draw your observations here. 
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I see…. 

Yo veo 

 

I hear… 

Yo escucho 

 

I smell… 

Yo huelo 

 

 

I like ________________________________because____________________________________. 

I don’t like____________________________ because___________________________________. 

 

Draw a picture of where you are. (Dibuja una imagen.) 
 

 

 





Name: ______________________________________Class_______Date:__________Due Date:_____________

Rocks and Minerals
Guidelines:  
1. You may choose any combination of activities; your goal is 100 points.
2. Be as creative as possible.
3. Finished products should be high quality, no uncolored line drawings, written work will follow standard English writing 
conventions, plays or videos need to be accompanied by a typed / neatly written script.
4.  Free choice activity – your proposal must be approved by me by and is due when the plan is due.  
5.  Once your plan has been signed, no substituting other activities without approval / signature from me!

Plan 
to 
do

Activity to Complete Point
Value

Due
 Date

Date 
Completed

Points
Earned

Create a rock product cube that studies one type of rock in depth 20
Make an acrostic for sedimentary, igneous and metamorphic rocks. 15
Make a collage or sculpture of household items that are made of 
minerals and their products. Be prepared to discuss!

15

Visit the library. After viewing all the books available on rocks and 
the rock cycle, chose the one you like the best and design a new 
book jacket for it, with you as the author.

25

Design a rock cycle game that focuses on types of rocks and how 
they are formed.

25

Create a crossword puzzle (discoveryschools.com) for rocks and their 
properties. 

15

Write and perform a rock cycle rap or song. 20
Create a scrapbook for a piece of obsidian – focus on what it was 
before becoming obsidian, as well as how and where it was created.

15

Write a recipe card for a metamorphic rock of your choice – start 
with minerals and use element symbols!

15

You are a piece of sandstone who wants to be gneiss.  Write your 
autobiographical life story.  Typed/double spaced.

30

Design a bulletin board that will teach your classmates about the 
rock cycle and the types of rocks that can be created. 

25

Write Three Facts and and a Misconception about how a 
sedimentary/metamorphic/igneous rock is formed.  Create one card 
for each type of rock (total of three cards)

15

Create a set (6 minimum) of of trading cards for different igneous, 
sedimentary  and metamorphic rocks 

15

Go to the USGS Minerals information website.  Choose three 
minerals.  Research where these come from, how they are mined 
and what they are used for.  Present as a written report (typed, 12 
point font) and include a US map that shows where all major mines 
are located.

35

Free choice – must be approved by me before you start.  Points to 
be determined by project choice.
Research Centralia, PA – the coal mining town that has had 
underground coal fires burning since 1962 and is no longer 
inhabitable.  Where else in the world does this occur?  Create a 
children’s book suitable for 4th-6th graders to explain where and why 
this happens.  Include any environmental / health issues and photos.

35
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