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Graduation at home has
been a topic of conversation
throughout our community.
As you may remember,
when we were planning for
our new facilities, part of the
excitement was about being
able to once again hold
graduation here at home in
North Mason. We are ready
to make this dream a reality!
Administrators and student
leaders are working together
to develop an outstanding
event for this year’s seniors. I
asked Senior Class President
Jenny Lewis to weigh in.
Thank you for reading!
Dana Rosenbach
Superintendent

T

here were a lot of
doubts and concerns
from the senior
class and community as
to if having graduation at
NMHS would be a good
decision or even work!
We attended a mock
graduation in the gym
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continued back page ...

Upbeat Music Program Taps Student
Talent and Sparks Fun for All

I

n the North Mason School District
we have 1,256 students who
participate in music!

These kids are finding fun and belonging
while benefiting from the challenge
of learning how to read music, play an
instrument or sing in a choir.
Opportunities for students
to express themselves through
music begin at the elementary
level under the direction of Don
Connell at Belfair Elementary
(BE) and Sherry Bivens at Sand
Hill (SH). Connell teaches the
Mallet Masters and choir, while
Bivens conducts two choirs.
Stan Yantis directs the new
4th & 5th grade band along with all music
offerings at Hawkins Middle School (HMS).
New this year is the HMS orchestra.
At North Mason High School (NMHS), Chris
Drewry teaches marching band, concert band,
jazz band, orchestra, choir, and guitar, piano
and percussion classes.
Yes, these classes are open to ALL students!
“I’m very proud of what we offer our students
and community,” said Yantis. He has taught
music at North Mason for 34 years and is very
active in the community music scene as well.
Most students rent or own their instruments.
The district does purchase large instruments
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such as tubas, cellos and bass with general
fund dollars or grants. Some instruments are
donated for student use. Cost is NOT an issue
because the district will find financial help for
students who cannot afford an instrument.
North Mason Music Boosters is a dedicated
group of parents and community members
that raises funds to help
support our music programs.
They have purchased a
21-foot trailer to transport
instruments to competitions
and parades. They have
also purchased instruments
and uniforms and they
build props for shows
and competitions. They
even provide snacks, support and serve as
chaperones for students as they compete
and march in parades.
Thank you NM Music Boosters!
More music on page 2 ...
PHOTOS SHOW CLOCKWISE: Top left Director
Stan Yantis at the HMS winter concert; HMS
orchestra members L-R: Isabella Klusman, Olivia
McGinness, Alejandra Geiser, Brianna Milnor,
Gabriella (Brie) Criess; and students singing their
hearts out at Belfair Elementary’s winter music
concert under the direction of Don Connell.

More Photos on our website!
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ABOVE: Music teacher Chris Drewry conducts the North Mason High
School Concert Band at its winter performance.
“Since arriving at North Mason in 2012, I’ve worked really hard
to instill a sense of pride and ownership into our band program.
Students hold themselves to a mantra of Today’s Success is
Tomorrow’s Standard, and it shows in everything they do.”
Band participation does require time out of class; but the rewards
from the students’ commitment are immeasurable. Through music,
they learn teamwork, problem-solving and a new way of expressing
their creative side, while keeping up their grades to remain eligible.

BELOW: Sand Hill students (grades K-5) recently took the stage
under the direction of music teacher Sherry Bivens. Over 80
students in grades 3-5 sing in the Sand Hill Choir, practicing
together after school. In addition, a “Lunchtime” choir opportunity is
also available. Bivens employs the Orff-Schulwerk method to make
music fun with lots of hands-on learning. In March, 5th graders will
take the ferry to the Seattle Symphony to participate in the LINK UP
“Orchestra Rocks” program. They will play a song on their recorders
at the concert! Fourth graders will have this same performance
opportunity in April with the Tacoma Symphony.

BELOW: North Mason’s newest music students in the HMS
Orchestra program under the direction of Stan Yantis are shown
performing at their winter concert. L-R: Natalie Boad, Kailee
Jacobson, Leah Hahn and Isabel Brown. Students can also
participate in band or choir. Upcoming performances include
a solo and ensemble contest February 24 at Kingston Middle
School for 7th & 8th graders; and mark your calendars for this one:
All District Music Night, Friday, May 4 at 6:30pm at NMHS. There
are many more performance dates on the calendar for concerts,
contests and parades and no room to share them here - please
visit the NMSD website!

AT BELFAIR ELEMENTARY all students in grades K-5 receive music
instruction from teacher Don Connell based on the Orff-Schulwerk
approach. This method stresses children’s music development
through the use of speech, song, play and movement. Choir and
Mallet Masters are offered as “before school” clubs. This year the
Belfair Bobcats Choir (grades 3-4-5) is 55 members strong. The
Mallet Master group is open to 4th and 5th graders and plays large
marimbas in a group setting. This group has been in existence for
16 years and frequently performs throughout the NM community.
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ABOVE: Belfair and Sand Hill Elementary 4th-5th grade band
members (L-R) Ysauna Hernandez, Blake Laes and Quinn Neal play
solos at a recent school performance as teacher Stan Yantis directs.
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STATE FUNDING

NORTH MASON SD

SCHOOL FUNDING
The 2012 State Supreme Court
McCleary Decision:

INCREASED FUNDING, BUT ...

Washington State has never adequately funded public
education. Since 2012, in its McCleary decision, the
state Supreme Court has ruled that this underfunding
violates the state constitution.
To respond to the lawsuit, the 2017 WA State
Legislature passed a bill they call the “McCleary
Solution,” which dramatically alters how the State
funds basic education.

The 2017 WA State Legislature
McCleary Solution bill:

This legislation increases allocations for specific student needs
such as special education, LAP (Learning Assistance Program),
English Language Learners (ELL) and highly capable students. It also
increases state funding for salaries and compensation. However, the
way dollars are allocated to districts has changed.
Previously there was a uniform formula for funding staff compensation.
Now there is a base and, for some districts, a regional salary
enhancement. Regionalization, (as of January 2018) puts North
Mason at a disadvantage to our neighbors in Kitsap County.
According to the state formula, we receive no regionalization
enhancement, while our neighbors in Kitsap receive 18% more
state funding than we do for salaries and compensation.
We are working with our legislators to get this fixed.

WHAT WILL YOU SEE IN YOUR TAX BILL?

^

DECREASES the amount schools may
collect through local school levies to
a maximum of $1.50 per $1,000 of
assessed property value OR $2500 per
student, whichever is less (starting in
2019). And it places new restrictions on how school
districts can use their local funds.

If the state is adding so much new
money to education, why do we still
need to pass local school district levies?
Much of the new State funding is directed toward
new requirements to ensure student success. To
meet these new requirements and support our local
priorities, we will need more funding than we receive
from the State.
The State has never funded activities like school
sports, field trips, and early learning programs, and
still drastically underfunds things like staff salaries,
school nurses, and special education services. Our
district must continue to ask voters to fund these
– and many other – important activities.

Unless the legislature makes a change in the 2018
session you will notice some changes in your 2018 and
2019 tax bills.

^

As of January 2018, your state tax will
INCREASE by approximately $.82 per $1,000
of assessed property value. Local property
taxes will be collected at the current rate.

^

^

INCREASES the state school tax by 81
cents per $1,000 of assessed property
value (starting in 2018). It adds new money
to pay for new requirements in programs
like special education, career & technical
education, highly capable, and those for English
Language Learners (ELL).

In 2019, your local taxes will DECREASE to
$1.50 per $1,000 assessed property value,
even though you previously approved $2.295
per $1,000 through 2020. This will result in a
decrease in your local property taxes by $.80 per $1,000
in 2019.

ENRICHMENT FUNDING:
What is that?
Under the new funding model, districts are directed to use
state dollars to fund basic education. However, state dollars
don’t fund everything. Districts are directed to use local
levy dollars to fund enrichment activities.
For example, some staff positions are not included in our
state allocation. This includes some counselors, teachers
and support staff (nurses, office staff and paraprofessionals).
The state funds only a portion of these positions.
Also, work that staff members do outside contract time and
responsibilities to support student needs is classified as
enrichment. Compensation for these duties must rely on
local levy support.
In addition, extracurricular student activities, including
sports, band and other student groups are considered
enrichment and are funded through local levy dollars.

NORTHMASONSCHOOLS.ORG

3

Graduation 2018

WINTER SPORTS

GO BULLDOGS!

continued from page 1

on November 9 to work out the logistics,
including floor plans and seating.
After a lot of figuring, we became excited
Jenny Lewis
to
start new traditions in our impressive new
President
facilities.
Class of 2018
The biggest concern was adequate space
and seating to accommodate the number of people who want to
attend graduation; considering students and their
families, staff and our band. We feel confident that
our new school gymnasium will meet the needs of
ALL the graduates and their families and friends.
Initially, each student will be able to request up
to eight tickets. After that, we will take requests
for additional tickets at a later specific date. Using
the numbers at the Pavilion from years past, we
are confident that our community will be able to
enjoy this momentous occasion here at home.
Tradition keeps us comfortable, but change
allows us to grow. The new building is beautiful
and an amazing change in venue.This move
to home ceremony will allow us to create new
traditions for the generations to come, and
continue to increase our school spirit and pride.
					- Jenny Lewis
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;;
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How to Contact Us

Belfair Elementary................................. 360-277-2233
Sand Hill Elementary ........................... 360-277-2330
Hawkins Middle School ........................360-277-2302
North Mason High School ...................360-277-2303
James Taylor HS/HomeLink............... 360-277-2329
District Office.......................................... 360-277-2300
Bus Garage .............................................. 360-277-2301

Additional information about North Mason Schools is available on
our new and improved website n o r t h m a s o n s c h o o l s . o r g .
Event calendars, school information, policies, procedures and what
to do in inclement weather are just some of the pages you’ll find.
We think this new design is simpler and easier to navigate, but
we are interested in your feedback. Please let us know if you have
comments or suggestions on how best to keep you informed. One
of the many changes you will notice is that we have tried to limit
the number of ‘clicks’ between you and the information you want to
find. Our goal is to keep it to three clicks or less.
You can also find us on Facebook and Twitter, and on the NMSD
Schools app. Jason Swaser, principal at Sand Hill and Dan King,
principal at Belfair, have also added principals’ pages on Facebook.
NMHS student groups and athletics, Hawkins PTSA, Bulldog
Boosters and Music Boosters also have a
presence on Facebook.

Download the NM App in the App store!
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NMHS Bulldogs are shown from top
clockwise: Freshman Domingo Pedro
Gaspar grapples his opponent to the
mat; Kira Schwerzler, sophomore,
dominates her competition;
Sophomore Grace Abad converts a
lay-up to score for the Lady Bulldogs;
and Senior Austin Knight scores
in the paint against the Shelton
Highclimbers at home.
Special thanks to Quinn Sport Photo.

In Closing ...
We are proud of the many accomplishments of our students and of the
amazing opportunities our staff provide every day. Our music programs are
just one example of the great things happening in North Mason. Adding the
orchestra this year has enhanced our offerings and it will be exciting to watch
this program expand to the high school next year.
In every classroom, every day, our students are invited, encouraged and
challenged to learn something new. They are also developing as leaders
at school and in the community. For example, our student board members
Spencer Pruitt and Ryan Nogues have represented NMSD in Olympia,
advocating for a funding formula that makes sense for our schools.
Thank you for being part of our continuing efforts on behalf of all of our
students and our community.
Warm regards,

Dana G. Rosenbach (drosenbach@northmasonschools.org)
North Mason Schools Superintendent
Learning is like rowing upstream; not to advance is to drop back – Chinese saying

T O E D U C AT E , E M P O W E R , IN S P IR E AN D P REPARE AL L STUD EN TS

N ORTH MASO NSCHOO LS. O RG

